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Introduction 
America has come a long way, and it is important that the journey is reviewed and talked about. Certain stops on this journey are of such significance to the composition and growth of the nation that they must be emphasized on for younger generations to understand and appreciate. One such event is the 1963 March on Washington that was a turning point for the civil rights movement. Today, unlike the past, America has truly embraced the standards of diversity. There still exist groups who are unwilling to uphold equal rights for all citizens despite the civil rights movement having won the right to equal and fair treatment for all Americans. The civil rights movement involved a huge number of people who actively acted to ensure that all American citizens would receive equal and fair treatment in the public domain (Sondergaard, 3). The March on Washington was a huge success and a significant contribution to the attainment of equal rights and freedom. As history shows, the March was able to help the civil rights group to reach out to the public and hence create the informed national understanding with regards to racial and economic injustice. Freedom Fighters encountered several challenges such as arrest and detention while pushing for their rights. The 1963 March on Washington played a significant role in the 1964 Civil Right Act, overturning inequalities based on race, color, gender as well as unfairness in employment opportunities.
The civil rights movement had no right from the beginning, advocating for the use of peaceful methods in their quest for equality, freedom, and justice. Peaceful methods were inspired by events in other parts of the world such as in India, where Mahatma Gandhi had rallied the nation to agitate for independence through the use of non-violent means (Hahn 4). These measures involved civil disobedient and protests against authority without engaging violence. Martin Luther King Jr. proposed this option even when the likes of Malcolm X and others within the Civil rights movement were agitating for radical measures. Performing acts such as peaceful protests, sit-ins, boycotts of products and services, as well as walk-outs from school and work were more productive since it allowed the freedom fighters to pursue freedom and equality through a peaceful and legitimate measure. 
However, not all parties involved in the struggle appreciated the idea of a peaceful movement, or rather any agitation toward equality and freedom. As such, the civil rights movement was often subjected to violence and acts aimed at provoking them into acting radically and with violence. This violence was propagated by individuals, social groups and even government authorities and law enforcement agencies like the police (Hahn 5). Much of this violence occurred in the southern states that had been more expressed in their racial and prejudiced attitudes toward African American. For this region, all features of the society directly propagated racial injustice and inequality. The southern states enforced the Jim Crow rules more fiercely than anywhere else. 
Despite the violent response from state governments, law enforcement agencies and the citizens, the Civil rights movement persisted with their non-violent agitation for freedom and equality. The Civil Rights Movement organized protests throughout the country and rallied support from the African American people and the rest of the Americans. Out of these activities, there were some like the March on Washington that contributed significantly to the end of segregation in America and subsequently ushered in the age when the African American enjoyed the same rights as the white man; and other racial and ethnic groups in the country. One other example was the Greensboro sit-in. 
The approach to peaceful protest as indicated involved a series of actions that worked to contribute to the propagation of the civil rights movement message that basically called for equality and freedom. Sit-ins were an example of protest activity that involved the act of sitting in one particular place as a sign of protest or agitation for some form of political, social and economic change. 
The Greensboro sit-in was the civil rights protest that took place from 1960, when young African-American students put up a sit-in protest at a segregated Woolworth’s lunch counter in Greensboro, North Carolina, and refused to leave after the business denied them service. It became the start of a series of sit-in protests undertaken by civil rights protestors in colleges and towns throughout America, and most particularly in the Southern states (Hansan, N.p). The act led to the arrest of many protestors for causing public disturbance and disorderly conduct. 
Overall, the Greensboro sit-in presented a situation where many people became aware of racial injustice and lack of fair treatment. Woolworths, for example, moved to change its segregation policies to subsequently integrate African American as part of the Labour and customer group. The Greensboro sit-in like most protest activities of the civil rights movement was inspired by non-violent methods of Gandhi. This particular sit-in had involved four students from North Carolina Agricultural and Technical College. These four young men, namely Franklin McCain, Ezell Blair Jr., Joseph McNeil, and David Richmond, entered the segregated facility and requested for service (Hansan, N.p).  They were denied said service and asked to leave the facility. They refused to leave until they were served. The police were informed, and they came in and arrested the four young men. After this incident, students from much of the towns in the South visited similar facilities and staged sit-ins in protest of segregation policies. Later it was the entire country staging sit-ins that forced many businesses like Woolworth to reconsider their segregation policies.  
The March on Washington was a major, if not the most significant turning point in the more than a century-long struggle and fight for freedom equality and fair treatment. It was not a simple fete, despite its success. The March was able to rally and pressure federal government instruments and offices to take the civil rights issues seriously and introduce to the house the Civil rights act that would later be signed into law (Mueller 12). It was the brainchild of six leaders from the collective civil rights movement organization. 
The six individuals whose efforts culminated into the largest gathering in Washington were James Farmer, a young man who was representing the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), a civil rights group that agitated specifically for equality for all people and freedom for the African American people (Hahn 6). Another individual and perhaps the most important was the Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC). Martin Luther King Jr had been one of the founding leaders of the Civil rights movement, having been one of the first figures to publicly revolt against segregation by supporting Rosa Parks by organizing and participating in the Montgomery bus boycott. During the March on Washington, Martin Luther King Jr delivered the iconic I have dream speech that has resonated through time as the true message of the Civil rights movement. 
A third figure in the organization of the March on Washington was John Lewis, who was representing the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC). The fourth figure was Philip A. Randolph from the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters one of the groups involved with the freedom fighters. The fifth member of the organizers’ committee was Roy Wilkins who was affiliated to the National Association for the Advancement of Coloured People (NAACP). Lastly, there was Whitney Young from the National Urban League. All these six leaders put together the successful March that ensured the success of the Civil rights movement and the attainment of freedom and equality by all colored and disenfranchised groups in America.
The March on Washington was titled the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom. The event was a rally, held in the famous National Mall in Washington Dc.  The rally on 28th August 1968 brought together more than 200, 0000 people of both black and white descent (Bass 5). The March on Washington was the second attempt at such a rally. The first had been attempted by Philip Randolph. It had not occurred due to its lack of sufficient support and organization. However, the idea of the failed March of 1941 had forced President Roosevelt to create the Executive Order 8802 that required the defense and military employers to offer equal and unbiased treatment of all workers irrespective of their race, color or ethnicity. 
The March on Washington was associated with fears of violence (Hahn 6). There were threats from white supremacists groups and others opposed to the agitation for equal protection and opportunities in America. More particularly, it was feared that violence would be threatened and committed towards the leaders such as Martin Luther King Jr. the police, therefore, provided security for the event and specifically for the leaders (Hansan N.p). The police recruited black policemen to accompany Martin Luther King Jr. and the other leaders during the march. Due to this efforts, Martin Luther was able to give his iconic “I Have A Dream” Speech. 
These events were all meant to improve the status of all citizens. Segregation did not apply only to black African American people but also to other racial groups and even against women. All these groups of people suffered injustice due to the restriction either by law and or as a standard practice that segregated against them. African Americans were denied access to public facilities and were required to use less than adequate alternatives. In the search for employment, the group equally suffered discrimination both when being denied opportunities for better employment and also when being subjected to forced Labour that had replaced the outlawed slavery in the South. 
Women and other groups such as the Native Americans, and Asian immigrants experienced social segregation in different and sometimes similar ways as the African American people. Together, these groups had facilitated certain gains in the civil rights movements. Their involvement though not direct had allowed African American freedom fighters to gain support and push for the equal protection and opportunities under the law. The Civil Rights Act of 1964 even acknowledged the fact that women too deserved to be free and capable of working whenever they were qualified to do so, and not only in restricted professions. 
The Civil Rights Act was initiated by the president, John F Kennedy. While he was a member of the legislature, he had pointed out to the need for all Americans to be free so as to enable further growth and development of the nation. As president, he was in office when the Civil rights movement had successfully organized the March on Washington. Like most Americans who realized the severity of the segregation policies throughout the country, he was moved to act on the demands by the civil rights movement for equal protection and opportunities for all. He then moved to introduce the Civil rights bill into the house, intending it to be a law that would end segregation and allow all people to be equal within American society. Unfortunately, the president was assassinated before he could realize his goal of giving all Americans equal protection under the law. 
After the assassination of President John F Kennedy, Lyndon B Johnson took control of the Civil Rights Act and its eventual passage into law. Having been an integral figure in the Senate, the president was able to influence support for the Bill and its eventual passage through both houses. As mentioned within this paper, the Bill was fiercely opposed by Southern legislators most of whom resorted to tactics aimed at delaying the passage of the Bill through both houses.
Prior to 1964 and the civil rights movements momentum in the fight for equal protection of the law, equal opportunities, and freedoms and liberties for all, there had been attempts by previous administrations and leaders in the executive, judiciary and the legislature who had pushed for equal protection for all citizens. Some of these efforts were successful and had formed the backbone of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, and the subsequent Acts and laws that provided freedom and equal protection and fair treatment to all American citizens (Hahn 10). 
These publications of the Civil Rights Acts can be traced to as early as the Reconstruction era when all African Americans were accorded citizenship and the right to vote. However, as indicated, such efforts were waylaid and undermined by the segregation policies that were applied in the states (Hahn 11). Later, during both World Wars and after, leaders in the military and the Executive acknowledged the need for realizing equal protection for all citizens. Through President Truman, a series of actions and plans set the platform for the attention of civil rights for all citizens. For example, the department of justice received under its jurisdictions the power to create and manage a civil rights committee to spearhead the acquiring of freedom for all citizens in the country. Not only that, but the administration issued directives and executive orders that ensured the protection of the political rights of all African American people to vote and be eligible to run for public and elected offices.  
After much struggle, the time came for action. The organizers of the civil rights movements, as well as elected leaders of the government, had to come together to secure the freedom and liberty of the American citizens. The result was the Civil Rights Act of 1964 that put to an end, the segregation in public places. The Act further banned employment discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, sex or national origin. With this act in place, it became increasingly difficult for any institution, or even government authority to use such measures as the poll taxes, literacy tests and more unjustified measures to continue to disenfranchise African-American citizens.
The Civil Rights Act was not without opposition. Leaders from the more expressed segregating South opposed the bill in the legislature by arguing that the act interfered with the rights and liberties of the individual and those of the states. One particular action was the introduction of the amendment that ended the discrimination against women. The bill passed through the House of Representatives on a 290 to 130 vote (Mueller 12). 
At the Senate, the bill stayed for more than 5 days as senators from the opposing Southern states moved to delay the passing of the bill. The Senate was divided with some members of the Democratic and Republican parties switching position and supporting the opposite idea. The bill passed through Senate when both the members of each party voted it through by 73 to 27 votes. On July 2nd, 1964, President Lyndon B. Johnson signed the bill into law and as such brought an end to racial segregation in public spaces (Mueller 14). Further civil rights such as the right to vote would subsequently pass in later years and secure more freedoms for African American citizens. 
It becomes clear that the journey is not yet over. It is also problematic that history is repeating itself with events in the country that show and campaign for biased, prejudiced and discriminative behavior toward other people of ethnic and religious background. Civil rights for some of the groups mentioned alongside the black community in America are still not fully actualized. An example is women who still suffer some level of discrimination in society. However, that is an issue for another paper. For this paper, it will be more important to close with an emphasis on the March on Washington, and its stated impact on the Civil rights movement. 
The March on Washington was without a doubt the turning point in the fight for equality and freedom for African Americans and indeed all citizens. The events described in this paper would not have been possible had this March not occurred. President John F Kennedy would not have gained the leverage he needed to push for the Bill tabled in Congress. Everything else would not have happened as well, and probably even the Civil rights movement would have failed. The March on Washington made everyone see the point, and even those opposed to equal protection and opportunities to all citizens realized the size and power of the Civil Rights Movement. This event allowed parties to a very long struggle to reach a consensus and agree to work together and build the nation. One day another march will be needed, and because of this particular event, it will be much easier for the people act for justice, freedom, and fairness. 
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